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Cryptanthus `Jungle Gem'

In 2005 Marty Baxley of St. Petersburg, Florida noted a ½ variegated pup developing on a Cryptanthus `Anita Colin' that she was growing. A pup of that offset has produced entirely variegated pups. After three generations the offsets are remaining true; although one offset has reverted back and shows no variegation. This new variegated sport of Cryptanthus `Anita Colin' has been officially registered by the Bromeliad Cultivar Registrar, Derek Butcher, with the name chosen by Marty. It is named Cryptanthus `Jungle Gem'.

I am particularly interested in this new variegated cryptanthus since in all my years of collecting, growing and studying this genus, I have noted only two variegated sports, which have arisen from hybrids, namely, Cryptanthus `Carnavarex', a sport of the European Cryptanthus `Carnaval' discovered by Ton Koning and Cryptanthus `Jean Nichol', a sport of Cryptanthus `Glad' discovered by Jean Nichol of Australia. (And I'm not totally convinced that Cryptanthus `Glad' is a true hybrid but rather one of the several forms of the species Cryptanthus marginatus sent by Foster in an order of plants to Australia in the `60s.)

Marty first discovered this variegated sport on Cryptanthus `Anita Colin' , which is a sport of Cryptanthus `Green Edge Lacerdae', also synonymous with Cryptanthus `Green Edge'. Don Beadle in his 1998 edition of the BCR wrote the following concerning these two plants​

"Green Edge Lacerdae', Colin*, <1989, cv. of unknown parentage - (See `Anita Colin') - Colin said, "Medium in dark green w/light frosting". ColinCat1989." "Anita Colin, (Colin), <1982, cv. Of `Green Edge Lacerdae' - Medium green w/light dusting of silver - very upturning to the leaves - white flowers. CSJ 3:3​p8-9ill, ColinCat1991, TBT1990."

Don Beadle by stating "cv. of unknown parentage", suggests that `Green Edge Lacerdae' is a hybrid. Fortunately I have access to the original registration documents and the original letter, which accompanied the registration of `Anita Colin' from Cornelius Colin (1988). In his letter he states: "Enclosed you will find an application for Cultivar Registration. I am not sure how to fill out the parentage facts since the Crypt. To be named Anita Colin (my daughter) is a Sport of a Sport.
.

Let me tell you how this came about.

In 1980 on a visit to the Land of Bromeliads Nursery (Orlando) I found some unusual looking pups in a group of Crypt. Lacerdae. 5 pups were light green with narrow dark green edges and hardly any scales. I bought these plants and propagated the unusual pups. They developed into nice plants but did not look like lacerdae at all. I call them "Green Edge lacerdae.

After propagating them for 2 years, suddenly about half of them turned into very different looking plants, not resembling the mother plant or lacerdae.

This newest plant is quite pretty with very elegant upturned leaftips.

Occasionally another Green Edge lacerdae turns into an Anita Colin. Anita Colin has remained true, it has never changed."

Included here is a reproduction of one of the original slides Cornelius sent with the registration (Fig 1.), demonstrating the prominent upturned leaves. Cornelius states that he discovered `Green Edge lacerdae' as offsets within a group of the species Cryptanthus lacerdae and bought 5 pups. This would make `Green Edge lacerdae' a sport of a species.

In this case the argument can be made that the chances that 5 identical sports from 5 plants of the same species would occur at the same time is extremely small. Actually who is to say that all 5 pups didn't come from just one plant. In discussions with Derek Butcher, he indicated that Mulford Foster had made several crosses with Cryptanthus lacerdae and that the plants that Colin purchased may have been one of these hybrids. The story that Colin relates, however, suggest that these were not mature plants, but rather offsets from plants, which he states were Cryptanthus lacerdae.

In 1992 I first became interested in cryptanthus when I purchased large quantities of plants from Colin; first from his Fleamarket Shop in Sanford and then from his nursery in Apopka. The Cryptanthus lacerdae, which I purchased from him and took a picture of were definitely similar to pictures of this species. I also remembered purchasing Cryptanthus `Green Edge'. In the following years, I moved the plants and grew them outdoors in the yard. Included here is a picture of what I suspect are offsets, several generations removed from those original plants; unfortunately, I have lost the tag and am unable to confirm their authenticity. They are light green plants with slightly darker green edges and a central stripe of scanty scurf. They lack the two side stripes found in Cryptanthus lacerdae. Overall they are consistent with the description given by Cornelius Colin of `Green Edge lacerdae'.

Besides confirming my observations that spontaneous variegation of hybrids, at least among cryptanthus, is extremely rare (still only two registered plants by my count), my research also recommends that `Green Edge lacerdae', `Anita Colin' and `Jungle Gem' should all be listed in the Species and Cultivars of Species lists of the "Cryptanthus Society Show Awards Special Rules and Eligible Cryptanthus" manual, which assures proper classification in a Standard BSI Show.

I would appreciate input from anyone familiar with the history of these plants in order to confirm or dispute my views of this matter.

Thanks are given to Marty Baxley for the use of her photo and to Derek Butcher and Carole Richtmyer for our discussions about the origins of this new variegated cryptanthus.

